
New Life Church Covid-19 Prevention Protocol 

The protocols defined in this document apply to all people attending worship services or participating in 

ministries on the New Life Church campus. The scope includes New Life Church, its daughter churches 

that meet on the New Life campus, and New Life Community Christian School (NLCCS). NLCCS has 

developed a complimentary set of protocols tailored to the unique needs of school families and staff. 

Together, the New Life Church and NLCCS Covid-19 protocols are aligned to provide a comprehensive 

set of best practices to protect our members and guests in every way possible, guide our response when 

Covid-19 directly impacts our community and communicate what we believe to be the best policies and 

practices which will enable us to love one another well in the midst of these difficult circumstances.  

Living within these guidelines is part of a call to image Christ in his self-sacrificial love for us as is 

commanded by the apostle Paul in Philippians 2.  

Six months into this pandemic, we know much more about the disease than we did earlier this year, but 

there remains much that is unclear or unknown about the disease.  For the purpose of this document 

the following resources were used as primary guidance.   

Symptoms of Covid-19 

The following are symptoms consistent with Covid-19.  These symptoms may appear 2-14 days after 

exposure to the virus.  Consider whether you have begun to experience any symptoms in a way that is 

not normal for you, and if you have experienced any of these symptoms, we ask that you would not 

come to campus.  

Feeling feverish or having a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees 

Fahrenheit. 

Loss of sense of taste or smell 

Cough  

Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath 

Headache 

Chills, shaking, or exaggerated shivering 

Sore Throat 

CDC-Guidance for Community and Faith-based Organizations 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/index.html 
 

Harris County- Guidance for Faith and Worship Services 

https://publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/Resources/2019-Novel-Coronavirus/Re-Opening-Guidance-

Documents#covid-reopening-faith 

 

Christian Reformed Church in North America-COVID 19 Resources 
https://www.crcna.org/covid19 

New Life Community Christian School Covid-19 Prevention Protocol 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-childcare.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-childcare.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-childcare.html
https://publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/Resources/2019-Novel-Coronavirus/Re-Opening-Guidance-Documents#covid-reopening-faith
https://publichealth.harriscountytx.gov/Resources/2019-Novel-Coronavirus/Re-Opening-Guidance-Documents#covid-reopening-faith
https://www.crcna.org/covid19


Significant muscle pain or ache 

Diarrhea 

Members of our community who have begun experiencing any of the above symptoms should not come 

to campus. If they have been on campus while experiencing symptoms, they should contact the 

Administrator in the office: Deanna Horning at 281-353-5935.  All medical information will remain 

confidential. 

Prevention 

NLC is committed to making every effort to run the church in such a way as to prevent exposure to 

Covid-19 and other illnesses for our church family. This includes church staff, school students and staff, 

and pastors and members of our daughter churches that meet on our campus.  In addition to our 

normal cleaning and hygiene practices we have implemented specific health and safety measures. Our 

practices are focused on these four types of preventative measures:  

Safe Social Distancing- Sanctuary seating has been spread out so people sit every other row, 

people are encouraged to fellowship outside, and in general observe the six feet rule. 

Healthy Hygiene and Handwashing-People are instructed to wash their hands when they enter 

and exit the sanctuary. Every surface in every space in the building is cleaned after each use. The 

document entitled Sanctuary Decontamination guides our cleaning protocols.  

Masks - Everyone entering the sanctuary is encouraged to wear a mask. It is not required, since 

people may have health issues that make this difficult, but it is strongly encouraged. 

Screening everyone daily, before they are allowed on Campus. Describe what the screening 

protocol is.       

Temporary Policies in response to Public Health Emergency 

• Everyone entering the facility will have a temperature check completed before admittance. 

• Space usage is limited to large spaces such as the sanctuary and fellowship hall. Smaller spaces 

are discouraged because we want to avoid the “3 Cs”: closed spaces, crowded spaces, and close 

contact setting.  

• Groups are encouraged to meet online or outside where there is good air flow. If meetings 

happen inside, we encourage people to wear masks and social distance. 

• NLC and daughter churches shall not use the classrooms and lavatories used by NLCCS. 

• NLC’s facilities are closed to use by community groups unaffiliated with the church. 

• Anyone who is in close contact with someone with Covid-19 will self-quarantine for 14 days. 

‘Close contact’ refers to contact with an individual who is lab-confirmed to have Covid-19.  Close contact 

is defined by the CDC as follows: being directly exposed to the infectious secretions (i.e. being coughed 

on even while wearing a mask of face shield); or being within 6 feet of an infected person for a 

cumulative duration of 15 minutes while not wearing a mask or face shield.  If either occurred at any 



time in the last 14 days at the same time the infected individual was infectious, the person is deemed to 

have been in close contact. 

Any individual who (a) registers a temperature of more than 100.0 degrees; (b) provides a pre-screening 
affirmative response; (c) is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19; or (d) experiences any other of the 
symptoms of COVID-19 must stay at home throughout the infection period. These individuals cannot 
return to campus until the pastor screens the individual to determine whether the below conditions for 
campus re-entry have been met.  

Individuals—including teachers, staff, or other campus visitors—who have had close contact with 
someone who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19, as defined in this document and as determined by the 
appropriate public health agency, should stay at home throughout the 14-day incubation period and will 
not be allowed on campus during this time.  The 14-day incubation period only applies to persons 
directly exposed to someone who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19, not second-hand exposure. 

All outside visitors, vendors, and contractors are required to wear a mask when entering on-campus 
buildings. School faculty and staff are required to wear a face shield or some type of mask while in 
classrooms. Church staff are required to wear a mask while in proximity to others on campus. This does 
not apply to working alone in one’s office by yourself. 

Individuals are presumed infectious at least two days prior to symptom onset or, in the case of 
asymptomatic individuals who are lab-confirmed with COVID-19, two days prior to the confirming lab 
test.  

If COVID-19 is confirmed in member or guest while on campus we will: 

• Contact our local health authority to report the presence of COVID-19 in our facility.  We will 

follow their guidance on closure and re-opening procedures and timelines. 

• Contact the church council, school board and daughter church pastors to report the presence of 

COVID-19 in our facility. 

• Contact the New Life church family to report the presence of COVID-19 in our facility. 

• Close off areas used by the person who is sick. 

• Wait up to 24 hours or as long as is possible before cleaning and disinfecting to allow respiratory 

droplets to settle before cleaning. 

• Clean and disinfect all areas used according to CDC guidelines. 

In the case of a church member or guest who was diagnosed with COVID-19, the individual may return 

to the facility when all three of the following criteria are met: 

• At least 3 days (72 hours) have passed since recovery (no symptoms) without 

medications 

• The church member or guest has improvement in respiratory symptoms 

• At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared 



In the case of a church member or guest who has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and does not get 

evaluated by a medical professional or tested for COVID-19, the person is assumed to have COVID-19 

and may not return to the facility until they have completed the same three-step criteria listed above. 

If the church member or guest has similar symptoms that could be COVID-19 and wants to return to the 

facility before completing the above self-isolation period, the person must obtain written documentation 

from a medical professional clearing them to return based on an alternative diagnosis. Or they must 

receive two separate confirmations at least 24 hours apart that the individual is free of Covid-19 via acute 

infection tests at an approved Covid-19 testing location found at https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/.  

If the church member or guest does not have symptoms, but is known to have close contact with a 

person confirmed to have COVID-19 they are assumed to be at high risk for spreading the virus and are 

required to self-isolate and monitor their health during the 14 days after the last day contact was made.  

The pastor or church administrator will screen individuals after the incubation period has concluded, 

and if the individual did not experience Covid-19 symptoms during that period, the individual will be 

allowed back on campus.  If the individual experienced symptoms, they must stay at home until the 

conditions outlined above have been met.   

Due to changing recommendations, these precautions may change at any time.  

Church Response to Lab-Confirmed   

NLC has established the following guidelines to respond should a confirmed case arise in our church and 

to respond to members and guests who become ill while at church. 

If an individual who has been at NLC is lab-confirmed to have Covid-19, NLC Pastor will notify Harris 

County Public Health and Environmental Services, in accordance with applicable federal, state and local 

laws and regulations, including confidentiality requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act and 

Family Educations Rights and Privacy act.  

NLC will close off areas which have been heavily used by the individual with the lab-confirmed diagnosis 

until the non-porous surfaces in those areas can be disinfected, unless more than three days have 

already passed since that person was on campus.   

NLC will notify members and guests in the church if a lab-confirmed Covid-19 case is identified among 

members and guests who participate in any campus activities in a manner consistent with confidentiality 

requirements and church notification requirements for other communicable diseases. 

The Pastor and Church Council will assess the suspected or actual diagnosis and may elect to close parts 

or all of the church campus for a short-term period of time to gain a better understanding of the Covid-

19 situations impacting the church.  This will also allow local health officials to help our church 

determine appropriate next steps, including whether an extended closure duration is needed to stop or 

slow further spread of Covid-19. 

Disruption of Services 

In regard to public health emergency closures, the NLC Council will evaluate our church impact as well as 

our community impact in determining NLC closures.  NLC campus is shared by New Life Church, New Life 

https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/


Community Christian School, Casa de Oracion and Vida Nueva.  Every decision will be made with the 

utmost care and consideration for the wellbeing of our members and guests. 

As a general guide: 

• If there is a positive case of COVID-19 in our members and guests, we will follow the direction of 

the local health authorities on partial or whole campus closure.  The health authority’s direction 

will also determine the amount of time for the closure. 

• If neighboring churches close due to positive cases in their churches, NLC may or may not follow 

their lead.  The NLC council will determine if it is an isolated incident or if there is a community 

outbreak that would put NLC members and guests at risk.  It is our strong desire to stay open to 

serve the families in our community so we will only close if we perceive there to be an 

immediate danger of community spread in our immediate vicinity or if ordered to do so by 

local authorities. 

• If due to the change of spread in the community, requirements from Harris County, or the 

governor mandating a stay at home order the NLC Council will determine if the church can stay 

open and continue to operate safely within all regulations or if we need to close for the safety of 

our members and guests.   

• If NLC decides to close, daughter churches that use our campus shall follow suit when a county 

or state closure mandate is in effect. Otherwise, daughter churches may make their own 

decision whether to close or stay open. If daughter churches decide to stay open, they shall 

abide by all Covid-19 safety protocols described in this policy while using NLC’s facilities. 

During a closure, church staff will provide online worship, and/or zoom meetings to members and 

guests in a manner that is age and stage appropriate. We will operate this way as long as we are closed. 

For those without internet access, we will do our best to accommodate their needs.  

During the weeks we are closed, the pastor, church staff, and council members will provide engaging 

content with worship; regular communication through email, texts and phone calls; and reach out to 

members and regular guests to provide pastoral care and support.  

 

Giving and Ministry During Covid-19: 

Members and guests are encouraged to continue giving to the ministries of NLC even while the campus 

is closed and in-person worship is suspended. Several options exist for giving tithes and offerings: a) 

giving online, sending checks by mail, or dropping a check off in person at the church office. 

The NLC Council recognizes this is both an unusual and difficult time and will do everything in its power 

to pray for, encourage and support members and guests during this time. We will strive to meet the 

needs of people while also encouraging everyone to meet each other’s needs. Together we are the body 

of Christ. Despite our limitations, we will continue to worship, fellowship, serve and reach out together. 


